
Welcome to our Quarterly 
Newsletter! 

Happy New Year from the Alpha Communicator and its 
contributors.   

The Fall Dance in October had our 
largest turn out yet - nearly 200!  This 
year’s costumes proved to be some of 
the most inventive ones yet.  
Congratulations to 
Adam Brewer, 
Vickie Drummond, 

Steve Humble, Paula Lane, Dora Mabe 
and Dan Schirtzinger.   
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Upcoming Special Events 
 

�  Jan 18th Closed for Dr. Martin 
    Luther King Day 

�  Jan 26th Alpha Board Meeting 
�  Jan 28th FOA Meeting 
�  Feb 15th Closed for President’s Day 
�  Feb 23rd Alpha Board Meeting 
�  Feb 25th FOA Meeting 
�  Mar 25th FOA Meeting 
�  Mar 27th Alpha Board Meeting  

Note Worthy 

�  Connie Kerns in Sales has put together 
some terrific gift baskets that include the 
Charcoal Buddy.  Four different baskets, 
each one suited to a specific  type of 
griller.  All include a genuine Gourmet 
Charcoal Buddy plus lots of other great 
stuff.  Select from The Budget Buddy, The 
Tail Gate Buddy, The Grill Mate Buddy, 
or The Fisher Mate Buddy.  See the Sales 
report for more information. 

�  Connie will be showcasing our Charcoal 
Buddy and Fire Bug© at The Nation’s 
Best Sports 2010 Spring Semi-Annual 
Market in Fort Worth, Texas from     
February 5 - 8th.  This  will be a great 
opportunity to present our own products 
to a national market. 

�  Our CEO, Joe Leonard, announced his 
retirement this year, after serving since 
May 2005.  The Alpha Board’s search 
for a new CEO is  underway. 

�  Friends of Alpha starts up the New Year 
with their first meeting of 2010 on       
Thursday, January 28th.  Come and join 
us at 4:30pm at Alpha. 
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Board of Director Updates 
The Annual Meeting of the Alpha Board was held on 
December 15th at Byxbe’s Restaurant.  Over 45 people 
turned out to hear what the Board had to say about Alpha’s 
progress over 2009 and what we hope to accomplish in 
2010.  New Board Officers were installed for this year:    

Larry Day - Chairperson 
Bill Smith - Vice-chairperson 

Matt Crow - Secretary 
Jennifer Plumley - Treasurer   

 

Remaining directors include Linda Aldrich, Sandy Coffee, 
Kathy King, Merl Reimer and Bob Singer.  New director 
Cherie Scherler was welcomed to the Board this year.  Anita 
Reeb and Peter Apostoluk retired during the fourth quarter 
and were presented with tokens of appreciation.   

Our Christmas Party on December 
23rd was a great time also.  We        
enjoyed   cookies -  homemade by our 
Adult Day Support group, Donato’s  
pizza, Roger Bishop’s tunes, games 
and crafts and, of course, our annual 

visit from Santa Claus (thanks, Bob Morgan!).   



Ergon Employment Solutions 

Alpha Office & Lawn Service 

Adult Day Support Service 

See the article from Anthem/WellPoint on Page 3.    
Ergon is active in this program.. 

The popularity of last year’s 2009 calendars prompted 
the creation of calendars for 2010.  Pictures of staff and 
individuals highlighted their respective birth month.   

During the month of October there were extended days 
to the Circle S Pumpkin Farm, where individuals      
enjoyed going on hay rides to select their pumpkin.  We 
played in the straw-filled barn and visited with the farm 
animals.  We went to the Marion Palace Theatre for two 
programs, ‘Toying with Science’ and ‘Click-Clack-
Moo’.  Staff from the Columbus Zoo visited with five 
exotic animals.  We ended the month with our own 
ADSS Halloween Pizza Party.   

In November we bowled, went to Magic Mountain and 
had extended days to Wheeling Island Casino and the 
Longaberger Basket Factory.   

December found us at the Bare Bowl painting           
ornaments, more bowling, holiday shopping and ended 
with the ADSS Christmas dinner. 

The fall was extremely busy with mowing and fall clean 
ups lasting well into November due to the great 
weather. 

With the arrival of Old Man Winter, AOLS has been 
busy keeping up with our contract snow removal.  
Crews are up early and out late to be sure everyone’s 
driveway or parking lot is clear.       

Starting in mid-January, AOLS will take over janitorial   
services for the Powell and Ostrander Public Libraries.  
New contracts include the Powell YMCA, Western 
Credit Union, Midwest Acoust-a-Fiber, Department of 
Youth Services and the Ohio Expo Center.  The latter 
has gotten our foot in the door with the City of          
Columbus, which will, hopefully, translate into more 
work for individuals on the mobile work crews. 

We had our first referral from Delaware County submit 
background paperwork to begin working permanently at 
the Kinneary Federal Courthouse in Columbus. 
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THE CHARCOAL BUDDY has partnered with Wicked 
Good Charcoal, which we hope will expand our market 
outside of Central Ohio.   

Midwest Acoust-a-Fiber has accepted our quote for a 
Chrysler Project, to begin the end of January. 

The struggling economy has had a negative impact on 
some of our larger customers, but we are seeing 
substantial growth in other areas. 

Choice Cigars, a local company, has brought us several 
new projects in addition to their cigar packaging:  
filling plastic shells for lamp stands and sorting, 
packing and mailing lighters.  Kroger has been added as 
a vendor for the cigar line, which will increase 
production substantially. 

Did you know that some of our products reach China?  
We furnish materials and labor to assemble humidifier 
sockets for Liebert that are shipped directly from our 
docks in Delaware. 

We had three new referrals added to the Manufacturing 
Division during the quarter.  We are happy to welcome 
Ryan, David and Brenda to our workforce.   

Division Quarterly Reports 

Alpha Manufacturing 
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Our A-1 salesperson, Connie Kerns, is currently     
working with KOA Campgrounds, the Ohio              
Department of Natural Resources, Advanced Outdoor 
Concepts (Florida) and others, to bring more work   
possibilities to all divisions of The Alpha Group. 

Connie has also made some terrific combination baskets  
including THE CHARCOAL BUDDY.  Each basket       
contains a ready-to-light Gourmet Charcoal Buddy, plus 
a variety of extras for any kind of grilling enthusiast. 

   $30 THE BUDGET BUDDY, includes a cookbook 
 and some of our original sauces.   

   $65  THE TAIL  GATE BUDDY, cookbook, sauces, 
 grilling tools, drink cozies and other great stuff.   

   $70 THE GRILL  MATE BUDDY, with mini grill, 
 cookbook, tools, sauces and more.   

   $80 THE FISHER MATE BUDDY, jumbo creel, fish 
 grill, cookbook, sauce and a 6-pack of Fire
 Bug© fire starters.   

Sales 




